English Curriculum Guide
Year 8
What will my son learn?
Autumn term
Spring Term
Summer Term
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How will my son be assessed?
 You son will be assessed throughout the unit of work, with homework tasks, online assessments (specifically
Doddle), research projects over a period of time, class work and end of unit examinations. His teacher will
look at the overall response to the various tasks and assess his performance and level of skills progressively.
Each unit of work has either a reading or writing focus, and 8 specific skills will be monitored closely. These
skills are chosen to reflect a breadth and depth to the requirements of the English curriculum. These skills are
shared with your son at the beginning of the unit of work and should be referred to throughout. He should
assess his own ability and compare his progress throughout the year.

How can I support my son with English?
 The most important thing you can do to support your son in English is to encourage his independent reading
at home. Reading a wide range of texts – novels, non-fiction, newspapers and magazines – will infinitely help
your son access the texts he studies at school and the exams he will take. Reading little and often is
paramount to ensure your son has the ability to sustain his concentration over a period of time, build up his
vocabulary and observe good writing practices.
 When your son has homework, look over it. Encourage him to write more and to complete it before the due
date. Leaving a day before the work is due can help in the revision process.
 When your son has research homework, it’s important he does not ‘cut and paste’ the information. It must be
read and summarised in his own words.

